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T 
Ii t'C II hmenc r ep race. publicly supported inl titutiOlll 
, r Ih hi h r du ci n of black Americans has, with ,"' 
t pli n , cn Iimhed 10 Ihe Soulhern and Border states. 

I . app '(im cel 90 per eeoc or the Negroes in the United 
, .n Ihe 11th. MOSI were slaves who received little or 

ilfUIaI ~u li n. By ond large, the Southern sCales had not 
.;dcio~ a tem , free public schools. The Reconstruction 

..,..cm::IKOCS p "ded f r che cstabli hment of public school systems; 
-er of the Demoeratic party insured tbat these 

~". would be stgre a led . Tbe operation of a separate system of 
..bIk cdlIati lor bl c neec itated the establishment 01 in­
. .:ia1Cial1l I tbe trainln 01 cgro ceachers. This erved co further 
P"1~~ lbe tern tling in mocion a chain of supply and 

tbe availability of ccaching posicions drew students 
!be IU venteen hisloricaJly egro public 

~:~ oded pri r Co I 90. The Second Morrill ct in I 90 
p -.khuclO&l inttnlh-e r r tbe development of institulioos 

II.I.1Ikr educ:acl of bla During the deade pre-
!be ncuf) , . I nd grant liege iii 

dclipal\Cd In b tbern aDd 
• 

b cd 
R I R l'IIbliala 
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( N ,ro children.' In Ihal blacb were excluded (rOIl! 
lbe edutilion 0 I ·,he Siale beginnins In 1881 provided a lubsld 
,''' III. n 7:'- '. prlvale normal school (or Negroea at Hal'Jler'~ 
I I re t e!,:: Ihe Consiliulion of 1872 directed that "no ap. ~ ! ' Ilh u .... . 
ron') : h II be mode 10 any stale normal school, Or branch there-
ptOr

nlrl 
n . • h e olready c tablished and in Operation Or now 

01, .',J~. "he' u e o( public (unds to subsidize Slorer .College Waa 
arTt 'oJ' I o( the provision because Storer was a pnvate institu_ noc In VI al n . 

doo.' 
In larch Qf 1891, the state legislature accepted Ihe provisions 

01 the nd 10rrill Act. An at,emp' to have Storer College de-
led as I.he land grant institution. (or. Ihe state was. rejected. 

Ralkr. a new institulion, the West Vrrglrua Colored Institute, was 
o be localcd in Kanawha County, near Charleston. A total of 
S 10.000 was provided for Ihe purchase of land and construction 
01 I building. A eparale institulion was necessary in order that 

\\' I rrginia Universily might receive an annual Morrill Fund 
appropriation while continuing 10 exclude blacks as was required 

Ibt um constilution. The government of the institute was 
YOSUd in a live member board of regents which was independent 
01 1M universilY regenrs and Ihe normal school regents. The 

Dumber 01 school age youth at this time was approximately 
000 01 ... bicb 12,000 were cgrDes. Therefore. a more than 

PCopolliwau $3.000 01 tbe initial federaJ appropria lion of S 15,000 
dca.IJ!III~ for Ihe opera tion of tbe colored institute. The federal 

10 be increased by S 1.000 annually until the 
~ by tbe tDle re h d S2 .000. ccordingl '. the 
10 be allocated. rna imum (S .OOO nnu II • lheru,} 

llUIW ra .. In dditi n. lh lalll II '" th 

I r mlaJ inslru Ii n . I t rer IIcIC t 
.he We I \ . tn. rtd In-

I I rlU lJ :>II, 1:1\Q4W\ 

h\\lf\Kt 
rtme", as r-, ~ 
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denls. a nd rho demand for tcachers edUcated at the in. 

(('rtl.
,e 

.. S(l~c:c:ded by (ur rhe supply. ", 
rinHt c.X '. . 

The deyelopment of the coal mmlng Industry in SOuthern West 
. .' pro idcd work. for black laborers, and a concentration f 

V''Il''''· . h f h 0 
begun to develop In t at part 0 testate during the last 

'<Sro<s des f Ihe nineleenth century. In 1895, with some assistance I." drcn . bl k I ' 
(ron' Iho s",all bUI gr?w

l 
109 fac hPofPU atlOn, the Republican party 

I . rrol of rhe legis a ture or t e Irs t time StOce Reconstruction .<oon . . 
:tme yea r, the legis la ture voted to es tablish a second colored :nor sl> I be localed at Bluefield in Mercer County. Democratic iQSfUU "-. • . 

Go, ... m r William MacCorkle refused to S.gn the bill, but neither did 
b< , ... 10 iI, and i.1 b~camc law w.thout hIS Slgnalure. Imended as a 

ber lruining IOstllul.on, the government of the Bluefield Colored (('3t' • . 

In.5tirure w ve ted In a newly c reated [Ive member board of regents , 
ralb., Iban "~Ih the nonnal school regen Is or with the hoard Which 
"" mt<! Ibe \ est Virginia Colored Institute.' The new school, 
., I benefit o( the (ederal funds avadable to the West Virginia 
CoIor<d Instilule, was not so well provided (or as the latter. The -< provided 8.n initial appropriation of $8,000 for the purchase of 

• Ie and con truclion o( a scbool building, and in 1897, a frame 
SInJCIurr ereeled to house female studen ts. Accommodations for 

rucknl$ were nor completed umil 1900. Tbe particular need 
d lilt tute was (or aids to instruction. In 1903, tbe Bluefield re-

rtpOned that " rh Institute i practically destitute of pby ical 
"I'PlIUlIO and '<ery little o( any other lind ." As in tbe state 
"rDloJ.. botb I (our yea r n rmal course and a three year academi 

m o((crro, bUI it w nec nry to extend tbe inslru tion 
ol-. .... ,~ lilt (icmcnlGry level. The demand f r laborers t \\' rk 

-",." at Ih m \ I irginia retarded Ihe pr g"' 0( 

"IC~ '1 npc'lCn«d "ar th n I a rapid it ought t be. 
II bould be ... • 

( the c I red in lillil 
Ie nh t 

hlUI t Ihl' 1'lI1e 

I >( fl n 
,-.J,III!~ib I r I on.,( 
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, Nelro men and women. Emphaals.,.,. 7 
«)f1 I It:<! "odrd 0 II h wOllld be or Immedlale and Practical ....... 

rrlcll hlfll VII 1 
ul>""· II Th lIenls were (oOllllsr wilh Ihe work of V~ 
hi. ~ <lIllh . k °T' Wo hln8ton nnd hi. plun ror TUlkeaee laa ........ 
h< Dr 000 cr . • f h' _ 

rn · I keeping wilh Ihe tenor 0 I e Itme. lhe re-
In ",ohMII A. n " d Ih --

d "Ih " ltirude of Ihe olute lowsr 0 e Iwo colored ... rnund It III-

litulc n (011 ws: 
- Slnlti r We~ 1 VirglnlR hM alwa ys shown, a disposition to 

Th4' olund popultu j()" II squ re denl '" educBllona,1 ~dyanta~. 
'h; i~.le IJUMd or Regenls. which represe nl s the Stale In It, relatloo 

I lbe hl,her educn ll n or Ihe colored ~oun& men and women, U'e 
t.~'" Ih l ~ dUI)! qunrc lr nd SYOlpolhcllcn ll.y .. ~caJected and Uned. 

l td IhCl Ihou ~ ft nd~ 0 " Cafoe. In Wesl Vlf81niB would be a Peat 
~dt~ bUi en ourRied nnd sensibly educa ted they arc learaina to 
\"Ind 'I(lne and he r Iheir shnre of ',heir sIBle's ~urde1U. We must 
~ ~ cur ('((ons 10 ~ive the negroes higher. ~ducol1on UP<?" our plain 
"UI) Ind prhile,c 10 t.ryt our re ll "" Cl l1zc ns. yel Ihls .education 
cuuld t'IC urllW on the around r ceon my Alo ne, llS Ihe savini of tbe 
"rtMf' of riOl( li nd pouperi m nd Ihe increased carnin l power of 
&bit lute num~r me n$ more to the HHe fi nancially tban tbe COIl 
t tbac In\ l i lUl i n • 

T'bc: _hlte min I uaht the Jndl n 10 u e intoxi ants. These intoxi--
&II 'e hnmful Hl the- "'hlle mnn, hut prayed 10 be mucb more 

ml\ll I Ih( Indian, , in1llnr mi loke WBS m ode when tbe white 'Yf Iht: Mar" the ~ h'lt m n' idea of h i~htr edu alian. While 
h man )ul~ <arr) Ih ls cia i .1 eduCBl1 n oberly. and flDd 

,. ~ In h u""mIlW pportuni!i.s,or Bppl) ina il. th. ne.,., 
... ,.... f.kJ VI IIh hi In1l.,nIU) udden eleyali n nd found bim-

1'0-"""" " hi", "bich mode him (eel riell. bUI did 
........ hi • JII 10 bu a h me Qr rrovide "b~ d and buner" 

I 

mplc. in I 
,a l 

r \ 
~ 

, irginia 
I 

~nducd tile 

~ ona 
lal pproprialed 
and .• 
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nlf~llitd by onother interesting situation. During 1933~34 
,fi"CC roJhncnt (blocks in public Collcges in the sevcnteen So th ' thrrll " . uem 
.nd Uordrr StAl eS which O'lnlllt8111cd dual systems o[ education Was 

'h t" " fU~enIS per one Ihous~nd pe~so~s age~ eighteen to twenty~ 
;ncJUSI\·t . The corrcspondll1g ratio for whites was si:uy per 

(>11< • W V···. one ~and. H we,'er, 111 cst lrglnJa, the ratios were ninety-four 
rer 00 rh u ~nnd ( r Negroes and nft~-three per one thousand for 
"hilt ~ r Ihe seventeen Slates, only 10 West Virginia were tbere 
caorr Negro Ihnn .whi le st ud~nts enrolled in public institutions of 
" b<.r educnri n 10 proportron to rhe population group. Thus 

wind n made at the lime regarding the extensiveness of 
oppoc1unit)' fO.r !groes ro secure a higher education in a publicly 

UGlied inslJru uon drd nor apply to the State of West Virginia. " 

JLbough the ogro populati on of West Virginia doubled be-
1 90 and 1910, no opportunity was provided for black 

fO s«u", a coUege education within the borders of the 
i) 191 . t that time, seventy-eight West Virginia Negroes 

ing college courses outside the state at institutions such 
a te niversi ty. Ihe 51ale Universily of Iowa, and the 

w h'tlJU at hobi n." In January of 19 15, Republican Governor 
rto:r:"l 0 Ha.tf'atld Ioid the legislalure tba l Ihe Wesl Virginia Colored 

Id be made that lbe Cou rse would be such as would 
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In 'A or IQIO, ftt whi h time Ihe callele department ."1'eJIOned 
h"' N' "(.'1" ft ,(lad (ootlng" with "0 well trained dean and faculty."" 

Th. dn,,1 pmenl I publi~ high ,chool' lor. black youtb lOd tire 
:"Iftllnut'd grtl" Ih r the SIBlc s Negro population gave impetus to 

~k rnl(:r n or the \ cst Virginia Collegiate Insti tute as a black 
l k ~ r paTti ulor significance. the collegiate institute Will ad. 
mlll«l 10 01 mbership in Ihe North Central Association of Colle,", 
and 'odnry h Is in March of 1927, thus becoming the lillt 
>;«.0 I.nd gmnt college and tbe firs t o( the West Virginia state 

Ie 10 be nccrcdju~d by the appropriate regional association. It 
TIl< W I Virginia University bad been admitted to membersbip in 
19Z , but \\ expelled as a consequence of its athletic policies and 
001 r<admilled unlj l March of 1928; two private West Virginia col­

re fDt.n1bers of tbe association, but tbe institute was for a 
time lbe only r<gionaUy accredited public institution in tbe 

TOIaJ enrollmeot (or 1926-27 was 661, of wbicb 381 were 
til< college level. Tbe [acuity o( the institute beld degrees [rom 

Instirutions, includjng advanced degrees from Comen~ 
C ra. Obio State, Harvard, and Syracuse universities and 

, ud ad,-anced degrees (rom the Universi ties o( Micbjgan, Kansas, 
• aod Den'~r as well as Purdue, Bowdoin, Radcliffe, and tbe 

ol 'ew York. The 1928 Surve)l 0/ Negro Colleges and 
tIn r<pOrted that " the scale o( salaries o( lbe teaching 

e til< ."'nl8O in negro institu tions" and tbat " tbe in­
• lim-nile acad~mic organiZlltion" and a "well-trained 

.wr ~ It recommended at lbat time that a graduate 
ed,o<lItJOn be: t bl bed "in tbe immediate future:' and 

lor tbe dev~lopmen t 0 1 graduate work "os I 

It lar ollerin .. I the in titute." 

192'1, the tile I< lalure 
.... I \ IrJjnil tate 

uthori, 
b 

hanj!ed the name 0/ 
(1)( 'ncid~ntl , 

t ",t t>h h It tb< 
lid II ol 
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d ' llIn~ be eX I edicill lind poss ible. ,, ' \ Nevertheless no act' 'on 
I{II n I d " 
~ I. ell 10 Implemenl gruduulc c ucahon; rather West Viroin', 
,,1\$ Ill ... • • 'C>" a 

" prohlblled from uttendmg Ihe graduate and professional blnc," . . . 
''''h(){'t /S of Ihe slnle ulllve r~ ItYI. ~ere enco~ raged to pursue their 
. "I; nl "co lleges and UniVerSities of their prcie rence" in other cu( 10 • • ' . 

• .. ,I T he lUll Ion and matricula tion fees fo r such students were 51ft e~ . 

'd (or b Ihe sune. During the 1929-30 school year, the number 
pII ' . W V' " S h o( smdcnls IHlendmg CS~ Irg10Ja tate reac ed 1,105, and only 
he \ cSI Virgin ia University, Marsha ll College, and Fairmont State 
~P"r1ed n larger net attendance.'J Students at the college, as repre-

otrel by the 1932-33 freshman class, came from families with 
II ~Io ti\'cly low income level. A majority were the sons and daughters 
of miners or other unski lled workers , and only 3 per cent came from 
the (ann: abou t 27 per cent of their parents were professionals, but 
hsJJ of these were school teachers . From the point of view of both 
pa~nlS and students , the problems ~f sec~ ring an education at West 
Virginia State College were largely financial, even though the school 
Vt"U the least expensive of the regionally accredited colleges for 
Ntgroes,H 

The Bluefield Colored Institute did not progress as rapidly in 
the dir<ction of full collegiate status. Enrollments feU during the 
f'lBl lVorid Wnr from a nel attendance of 223 in 1916-17 to 187 in 
191 · IS bUI recovered 10 235 for 19 19-20." Female mafficulants 

Itnuy oulnumbered their male counterparts by two 10 one. 
" t'f*raIOf")' work was continued , as was the two year normal 
",Wetl<: COUrK for .he preparation of elementary leachers, and 

)urs of a regular college course were authorized by the 
Education in 1920. A Ibird year of college work was 

.1927-2 and a fou rth in 1928-29, at which time the college 
10 . .. rtf Ihe O .. degree in educalion and home 

~'::~;:';N:'~T~;""I de re were ow rded 10 oigh. gradu •• e ot 
~ 1IIm1. I " hi h lime r rt t\tn pus os were 

ndard rmDI cOu",,,. It wn n • inlcnd<d thaI 
• • ne ral pur C "lie ' In I q I. 

Oluc/,<:Id . I Ie co -her< <'IItSC. 
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" .he reR' economic 8lre .... wbich "bad III effect lID 
Rnd dr<pltc g glc touching .he collcge," enrollmenta IIICfeaIed 
prnt.IcAU ever nn 1928 29 d 
(rom .~2 '0 663 dlfferen. student~ between • ". an 1:':1.32, 
.he nllmber 0/ re~istrnn . s in .~c ourb· ycar dco~r8te" .?ChrClllb very 

" d President R. P. S,mms oaste t a wit t e return 
re .1. on f ' f hell will 

I 0 
'
" Icy (sic) the e fccl.veness ate a ege be to nom n rn ~1 .., •• • • • 

In loping wi.h uny s.andord le?cbcr-Iratntng tnStJtutlOn anywhere."" 
Bolb dislinction and lIccred.ln110n, however, eluded the scbool, and 
its (ulurc wns by no means secu re. 

\ e . irginia S.ale College experienced ralher steady increases 
in enrollmen. during .he depression decade, allhough appropriations 
nd growth f .he slale's black population lagged behind. Signifi­

cantly, \ es. irginia Siale was Ihe only public cOllege in tbe state 
"hi h enjoyed a nalionwide drawing power. President Jobn W, 
03, ' nOled in 1938 lhal "the offerings of the college attract students 
from thiIl ' slales olher Ihan ou r own" carefully adding lhat "our 
lu.knr body. then, is cosmopolilan and nalional in character without 

hannful ef(ects 10 Our aUlonomous state, "" Although authorized by 
tllUle, grnduale study was never initialed . Ral her, the state con­

""ued [be poll Y o( appropria ling funds for egro residents of 
Wat uginia who desired to pursue advanced graduate and pro­
t progl'3ms at colleges and universities in other states. Ap­
prtIpnatJons (or lhi pu rpose increa cd [rom $15,000 for the 
I bocnnium to 20,000 (or the 1942-44 biennium, but a 

I proporu n o( these fund remained un pent, and fewer 
-Jc.ou, 11~ opposed to 145, availed lhem el o( the program 

!he 11« ~riod." The cond \ orld ~ Dr brought b "&&es 
'ontlh_ClII redU«d ppr pri Ii ns, and d lining enrollments. 
- In t~ ... r er~ " ll\ cd Lh res ure ( t Virginia 

R ffj "rrainil\i rps unit 
SpcX1a'~ raj",n unit 
I''*ft. "('.11 In the n Plk>c 

, and t 
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wr.fC con I.tently Inadequ81e, and as a conlequence. faculty 
LiOn ri t'C-mllned well below the average for the s tate. The coUeee 

J. I -d un' rediled. Thus, Its graduate. Were handica~.. ._ 
",rna n. , ., r h' hi ' r"", m 

( rrlna r cher In lIIulions 0 Ig cr earnlOg. The Negro Board 
:;", ~ •• ti n bserved In 1944 that " lack of funds to attract com­

r fe-.cherl and 10 provide necessary library equipment and 
~: fa ili ll ,acc unt for the failure of the school to be admitted to 

t>t d' . . 1131 Pd' I , '!kIlion b nccrc IIIn8 agencies. arB OXlea Iy, West Virginia 
It II liege was not only accredited, but enjoyed "the national 
putllion of being one of the two or three leading institutions among 

~ <,..,nrccn Land-G rant Colleges for Negroes aDd, indeed, among 
all c for Negroes, public and private, that are not of Uni-

11lnk."" Fioally. in 1947, Bluefield was recognized by tbe 
oeintion of Teacbers Colleges. Regional Accredita_ 

the o.rth Cenlral Association fOllowed in 1951. After tbe 
......u tantial numbers of veterans came to West Virginia State aDd 

BJudidd to avail themselves of benefi ts under the G .1. Bill of 
In 1946-47, Bluefield enrolled 157 veterans; West Virginia 

• <nrolJed 23 former ervicemen the foUowing year. However, 
ed )' President Davis, "because of inadequate equipment, 

pcI'IOII_I, and other facilities many of the veterans seemed dis­
...,a:::ed WIth the educationa l approach which the instirution was 
pn:pa.mlco IIl1 e their desires and needs ."" 

TIlt 
I H 

population of West irgmla numbered 117.754 in 
C'u. percentage of total tate population, the black 

b (ur-tenth of a percentage point to 6.2 
M the dtprc: i n dec de." The egr colleg con­

tl~ J ~ pelUl\e looper te in terms f the percentage 

"''' cd urina 194 6, the e pcnditures 
r Ie min led. I 1. ,I hi h 

J r pend b Btu Ii Id and 
,re t 1 pr I"'f! n (all mooc 

I I th h~ lhc 



31 
WeST VnlOiNIA HuTOaY 

( .11 \\odccrs in the slate sYltem, includina cotl-- PI '1 _ alane' 0 . -p 4 
d (1'0111 1.200 I $9.000. The highest salary paid to .. ~ 

raOIlO(' . h ' rd ' . I • (Ii .... 
And IIdnunblml rs cxclud1l1g C Ie a m,lnlS raUva 0 l~efl waa $6,588 
IO lh~' whilr in. litlilions a nd $~,020 In the: Negro Institutions; the 
high <0;1 ~ BJ ry paid to (he prCS!dCnl of a Negro state college waa 
~ ., 0 rhC' relatively ex pensive graduate and professional Pro­
. '-,. ~r the \ cs t Virginia Univers ity, however, tcnded to inflate the mn . 
lar)' o' croge for [he while ins titutions. The student-teacher ratio of 

dghh."'C'n to olle nl Bluefield State College and twenty-t.w0 to onc at 
W I irginia lale College compared favorably with ratios of 
,\\ nl '-nine to onc al Fairmont State, twenty-rour to one at Shepherd, 
1"~I)-IWO to one at M arshall, and fourteen to one at the West 
Virginia nivcrsity.l5 Despite the decline in Negro population, the 
continuation o( both colleges was considered to be a necessity. if (or 
no other reason th an to provide trade and vocational education for 
bb )outh. It was, after all, " much cheaper" to offer such training 
III the IWO colleges Ihan 10 allempt 10 provide it locally in Ihose 
school dislricts with small Negro populations." 

Vow 

I 
I 
I 
1910 
I 
I 
I 

• 

TABLE 1 

NEGRO AND TOTAL POPULATION 
OF WEST VIRGINIA, 1880-1970' 

Percent PerctDI Negro u 

ter· Incrust Total Incnase PtrctDt 
Population (Oufetse) Population (Dtcrtase) ofT ... 1 

25,886 618,437 4.2 
32,690 26.3 762,794 23.3 4.3 
43,449 32.9 958.800 25.7 4.5 
64.113 47.7 1,221,119 27.4 5.3 
6.3~5 346 1,463.70 1 19.9 5.9 

II 93 33.1 1.729,205 I .1 6.6 
117.". 2.S 1,90 1.974 10.0 6.2 
II. 7 (2..5) 2.005, n .4 .7 

7 122 2) I. .421 (7 •• ) 4 
II K I ) I ,74 ~.217 (6.) 4. 

'Of ...... 
• .. I. _. , ._­• .. '" , ........ 
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Wllh til publl Ity or fan(ore, nine Negro student" Were during 
O.n~4S enrolled in gToduDfO and professional courses at the West 

1'1 .Inill n/ve rslfY, JI was also about this time that two traditionally 
'~ h~e privA re colleges in the s iale began accepting a few black 
"rudellls." T he stille c II c~cs and the undergraduate divisions of state 
uni' r5l1y. however, continued to be closed to blacks until 1954, 
" hell in ray r thnt year Lhe Supreme Court of the United States 
I rhe eftS r 8ro M/1I vs. Board of Education handed down a decision 
,;hi b rrqlllrcd Ihe dc,egregalion of ail public schools. West Virginia 

rt mt I e.ncral John G. Fox quickly provided the opinion that 
tbe pm i ion of the West Virginia Constitution which prohibited 
"hile and black persons from attending the same school was in 
conf1icl wilh Ihe supreme law of the land, and was therefore of no 
(Qlcr or .((ecl. Fox further indicaled Ihal Ihe desegregalion mandate 
appli<d I Slale inSlilutions of higber education as well as to tbe 
I'" IK "'bools. Shortly Ibereafler, the State Board of Educalion 
1dopI<d • particUlarly important declaralion of policy : 

Ie conformit), wilh the reeeni decis ion of the Supreme Court of 
tbc Uruled lilies in Ihe non-segrega tion cases, and in conformily 
walt dx subkquenl ",rillen opinion of the Attorney General of West 
\'1rJmi.a "flh re5pcct 10 non-segrega lion in Wesl Virginia institutions 
01 Jearnina. any ~uaJi (ied studen t rna )' be adm itted to any state 

f: under the jurisd iction of the West Virgin ia Board of Educa-

Ibough Ibe new policy was of considerable importance to the 
C1 l~ 0 / t5t irginia, it was pe rhaps even more signi-

• Iafle 5Cgment 0/ the state's while population. Between 
J ,Ibe egfO populali n 0/ the state declined by 22 .2 

IIr.. <1'1111 d cline in Ibe t te' popu lation having been only 
I durin Ih period, urthermore, lbe two stale 

cQ:<fCl III:Wnulncd / r lhe c c1usi. u b bl were, immedialtJ I 

ik:!C.J1CIIlIItOfl o rder, r rvi e t ppr im lei per 
mL[clU ", I >'Ilc Ind d , during th ,9 - 4 b 

lull tllnc hi t n enrolled al t Vi'llnl' 
I I I , nd nl I t ..,-tbm! 

, r tlk: I 

In \ tJl 

I"rnlilltn I J 
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w. llace nOled ",h. " . mendou. Ch~~ In~~~:o;:~ _ or die,......... 
r ,h. lIegc" ond ob.cr~.d .'ha,1 he'll r .. n

d 
late Colle .. ...... 

I • from on In8l1iul on I a occure mOil of III . ..... __ 10 be chans fie , • 1 d / __ 
h ,Ir. S,.,. 01 We .. Vlrgrn "an many rom OUlllde of .~_ (rom I c en J J I I " U ...,. 

III. 10 on 'noiliulion which ,. orge y ooa . 

~ I nux of whll. " uden's re. ulled nol only In Incr.ased fuU • 
• " . n • f . II ndorl e but 0150 in n burgeonmg 0 pa rt-time enrollment .. I nte.ll t • . . 

~hl who were previously prevented because of their face from 
'"<~<d'ng Ihe only public In s ~l!ulion oC higher lea ~ning i~ Ibe lOCal 
.",a <nrolled 01 WeBI Virginl • . Siale. T he rapId ,"Iegratlon 0/ th. 

IIcge Rumcled nUllona l a(lenllon. In 1957, the New York Tim .. 
Ma8a~/lIe in • lenglhy fcalUre artic le suggested reasons for tb. 
changes which hod loken place: 

IItlc', 'wo-ycar rrn nll formntion reven ls . ho~ Ihe U~ly aword , of 
I('JTc,IIIQn cln CUI balh WRy. , erc.u lna nn Iro niC 811 11 Rtlon In which 
.hiln. pur. uln. I nCUlro l rneill ! Inboo!l, I1clua ll y end up discrlminal_ 
m .... rn., ,hem.elves, AJI Ii IIUHi upportc:d colle"e of high standards, 
~'Ie offered" number o r li dvo nlltac:s, II WM convenic:n ll y localc:d; 
In tHule !fet len mlle:t we" ot hnrlclilon, W, Va" ca pitnl and com. 
mac-la' hub for the 241,000 residenl! o r indus lrJol k anawha Valley, 

atc-'. ruhfon- S2,S 8 semesler_ Wfl n prime considc:ralion in an 
IIU .. here mlny a youna. ,er nOI only cOuldn ' , n((ord 10 80 away to 
(oUe't but, IIvfo, AI home, hUd 10 find n parH ime job to finance t. «fucllion •• o 

It funh.r Implied thut Ihe in legro lion of the col/ege was bene-
(ICtal to the larger communIty : 

11 •• inc"h.ble ,hal SIlHe'~ 1"ICitAIIOn would have An ImpAct 
J«- CltnrtU 11m!!.. lowly it it: ChlPrlna away nt dlscrimnatory 

IKe. I.nd more. In the c mmunltitll 0 Ihe KAnAWha V nl!ey. A 10. 
m," tnCOUra.ed hf. nephew, whose ciatll oldrr brolhen 

I,,.. nc"ft olJ ld .((llrli 10 ftllend culleae, 10 enroll at 5""e, 
• 

tM 
),c"'lIh ha. ome In oUI.tnndlna sl uden!. Mr . Mnry Lou 

• J) )'It-old mfJ(hc, who h d "n(') \\on (e\\o ear"," penonlll ) 
, I lIutl I' "'.te, now OUnl, lotfmllle friend Imon. lhe 
... !... M h." 'mpltltd my de rte In edUl.:lI tlon u,.. .. 10 if 
IINiU 'f'!tlI 10 -hltu," .. he .. ~ _, 

Nr¥rrtlltleu. th Illt< r I I'n (If , t ir ini t t~ Colic 
'-.... rd t. ptrh PI 'm. "'h I Ic>. I udllblr trlll1'("r01 11,'n In 

eI, , It lOr th "111' I Inl n;,1/ »,ot ' th",. " 
II, II.t \ .. ,tnl. lilt r" I!.- I tt n-

Ih I lId 1 III totll In.! fUrkh 

i ' " ... ,_ t .. 
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h collegc werc transrerred to the West Virginia Univenity. 
of'· k d . h .. h "( 

I 
A II n WAS In en espltc t e recognition t at rom an educa-

Th , h · f W V··· S C dunnl stondpoint , I . e prestige 0 est. IrglOla tatc oUege would 

d ub.edly surrer somewhat from lOS ing the land-grant function" 
Ull 0 , . 

d thnl "i l would 10 essence become Just another of the state col-
;c~es .... , presid e n~ Wallace in 1962. de.cl~red that the im.plication is 
kar that Ihe se rVIce a rea of West Virginia State College IS primarily 

Ihe locnl geographical community" -:vhile suggesting "it is desirable 
bat about 20 per cenl of the full-time enrollment should be from 

:Wt of S[o te. "H However, the proportion of white students at the 
liege continued to increase so rapidly that by the 1965-66 school 
ar. [he tolal black student popUlation both from within and without 

West Virginia constituted only about 20 per cent of tbe enrollment." 

TABLE 2 
o RCES OF FULL-TIME ENROLLMENT AT 

WEST VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE, 1953·1961' 

Otber Out 
KanIIwb. Per- West Per- 01 Per-

v .... Couufy ceot Virginia eont State .ent ToW 

19 J 137 16.5 282 34.0 411 49.5 830 
19SJ 258 30.0 258 30.0 343 40.0 859 
195 496 46.1 268 24.9 312 29 .0 1,076 
19 6 761 59.2 263 20.5 261 20.3 1,285 
19 746 58.5 256 20.1 273 21.4 1,275 
19 926 61.2 285 18.8 303 20.0 1,514 
I 804 59.8 287 21.4 253 18.8 1,344 
I 742 60. 1 268 21.7 225 18.2 1,235 
190\1 59 60.7 266 1 .8 291 20.5 1,416 

• ' . ,." .0IU4 0/ Ctl~tlo,.. 1961. Ill. 

t irainlo tote C liege Ir m • e8ro IDnd 
rcput ti n Dnd drowing po"'er into "just 
hit tile c II< e I dee.dedl I I ppeal 
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he 1951 -52 scbool year. Mercer and fcrar 011 <,. ,. 
\·ir~inl • . F r I cd (or 4.222 of Ih. 8.879 ltuc!enll enrolled In ... 

lnlk· IInl I r high ochool. of the I tale. w111r indllltrlll 
N<~rtl junior nnd sen nling (or an additional 1.173 black IlucIen .... 

lint RecOU • ... 
"."A~ hft •• r of Negro Schools C. E. Johnson at Ihra time Ioolt 
,.,C upcrvl ing block school populatIon. particularly In I 

r f Ihe do:crcns mploymcnt in that industry was declininl: • 
_ f ' llrt ( III C e 
WJruOl . ' ( N aro schools nnd the enrollment in .chaol. in 

The numbel °he 5~file hAS constantly d~cre8Sed. Thil haa been 
Klions 0 I. shifts due to economic reasons. OUT ICbOOI 

CluJt'd by hoPUJBII~~sed 10 such an extent in some counties that a 
poruJadon llJ eC~ool provided (or the few childr~n in tbe county. 
ROan on~ .. roo.!f1 5~ m hns seen the number of and Size of schoo .. re. 
Tbt present bleJn~~untie5 due to the closing down of the principal duccd in S(.\'era I 
IDduStr) offerin, jobs to our peop e. . .. 

that the number of Negroes engaged In mmmi and 
'~duslries has decr~ased ~nd is slill ~ecreasing materi~ly 

ams. In some other Induslrlal and semi-rural areas f.amilies :e c through the schools,. the you th had Jef! .the c?mm~nJty and 
Ibtn~ not Sttm to be on mfJux of new famIlies With children to 
uxnasc. the school population.~1 

The resultant decrease in potential black college students and 
dtdininl demand for egro teachers was hardly conducive to lire 
JJowtb 01 enrollment at Bluefield State CoUege. Furthermore. 
Coocord CoIIe~, which was also located in Mercer County, had 
1nod.lIOIIIlfy served tbe needs of the white citizen of soutbern West 

The JUDe 19 4 d egregalion order did not bring a massive 
iaplllllUl ol .. bite student to Bl uefield; of all tbe public io-

ol h1&btr education in W t irginia. on ly Bluefield State 
npomialCed. ~ in en rol lment between 19 0- I and 1956-57, 
dori ... ." (ltnod anend nee dr ppcd 2 per ent from 453 to 339 

rp (Onl t. cnr IIment 8t n rd in re cd 0 per 
I III 19 (). I 1.227 In I • 7. B aim t an 

;;~~~~:~ ol Indr, itnt nd c'tpellSi 
tud nt and tile 

tu 
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lIualion al Bluefield Siale wu l ut h Ihal, In NOYe1IIber 
file I. I~ Board of Educallon dlrecled that a Itudy be made 

1\1(1:, 1::"lhUlI of mer,lna Bluefi eld and Concord Into a Imlle 
.-1 I.... r olleroolel , Ihe pot Ibilily of converting the collep into 

"lUll Ill, hili I and vOCOI i nal school. Allhough tbe collep wu 
,I- ,~t ~I u III n of having Ihe highest per student COlt and 

t du .\~tIIl!C ICO hers' nlary among the cOlleges controlled by 
~. '" nlo 0 rd f Ed ucation" it was concluded that "neither 

\\ I ".. h' I ' , II"'tI'"t n r Ihe IW yen r lec mca IOShtute scems [euib1e," 
I" tt mOl nded Ibat both the growing technologies 
I nd I> 10ureOlC d gr e programs in tbe arts, sciences, and 

"",(talll be: Iinu d , ThL urse of action proved to be sound in 
I'<" rdlit cnt 11m nt increased (rom 643 in 1962 to 1,116 

durin "hi h lim Ibe number of freshmen more tban 
" I I 417, The movement of wbite students to 

,.,.Ncd btto initiall very low, but by 1962, 40 per cent 
re wbile, with vening c1as es and tecbnical students 

bil Th 201 tudent in the college's dOrmitories, 
' " .11 d 11 f lhem were from out-of-state. 

toroltmtnt wth n i ted of while rudenlS, so tbat 
11K' ,Id nd t irgin ia tBte had predominantly 

! ( the '''0 lie from predominantl 
II hite u • d e afler lbe 
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